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Scholar’s Perspective
This year in The W, we will be featuring short essays written by 
our elementary and middle school scholars. Writing is a powerful 
vehicle for individual voice and a critical skill for college and career.
This week, we are proud to share a piece of reflection from one 
of our Eighth Grade scholars.

The American Dream and My Expectations
By Antwuan Kouadio, Eighth Grade

Dreaming in America is difficult because sometimes the things you
want to do in life seem unlikely, as if you’re not going to get there. 
I say that because there’s always something that seems to stop people
from being successful. There might be killing, violence and racism
problems that hold people back, and that makes the American Dream
hard to achieve.

(continued)

Class Spotlight: 
Middle Grade 
Social Studies
This year’s theme for all 
Middle Grades social studies classes 
is, “We Live Where Others Vacation, 
Our DC!” Every aspect of social 
studies that we discuss in class will have 
a culminating event or activity “Learning
Project” or “Cornerstone Project.”

In Eighth Grade, our students will address
“Growth and Conflict,” making connections
from “then DC” and “now DC” and all the 
aspects in between that make our city great.
Students will research, read, reflect, learn 
to think critically, and analyze important 
events, facts and issues.

In Seventh Grade, our scholars will focus 
on “The Ancient World” as it relates to 
U.S. history and geography. This is important
so we can get a clear understanding of the
foundation of America. We will learn about
the people who governed the U.S. in the early
stages and who set our laws and rules.

And, in Sixth Grade, our scholars once 
again will participate in the DCPS Embassy
Adoption Program. Last year our embassy
was South Korea; at this time, we are waiting
to learn with which embassy we will be
matched. This program provides an excellent
opportunity to learn about other world 
cultures and geography. 
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Scholar’s Perspective (continued)

America is one of the most racist countries in the world. I say that 
because there are not very many Latinos or African-Americans that
are successful because of racism issues in society today. Every time
you turn on the TV or go outside, there’s another story about police
killing African-American men and women because they think they’re
resisting arrest. In New York, police even stop and frisk Black and
Latino people because they think that they may have weapons.

But, the American Dream doesn’t have to be hard for so many 
people. There are some solutions that can help us make sure 
everyone has equal access to the American Dream. One solution to
this problem is requiring law enforcement officers to have dash 
cameras on their cars to hold them accountable for keeping us safe. 
It also is important for police officers to get to know the people in
their communities, especially in the communities where they work.
This can help people trust law enforcement more. 

Another solution is to offer extracurricular activities after 
school that older kids enjoy. This can keep more kids out of 
trouble. More recreation centers that have later hours or don’t close
on the weekend are needed, too, so that kids have a safe place to go
in their communities. Mentors can help kids who are having a rough
time so that they can have a better chance of being successful. 

Finally, teachers should get to know their students better so that 
they can help to make everything better, to motivate students and 
to have a more positive impact on kids’ lives. 

If we all work together to make these things happen, then we can
make the American Dream real for everyone again.

Have You Joined the PSCO?
West’s Parent, Staff and Community Organization (PSCO) was
founded for the purpose of supporting the education of children at
West School by fostering relationships among the school, parents and
teachers. Membership is guaranteed to all parents and staff members
regardless of their ability to pay membership dues. Please join us at
our next meeting: September 15 at 6:30 PM in the Library.

Learn more about the PSCO on the West website: westschool.org.

Buy Your West Gear!
The deadline to buy your Blue 84 spirit 
gear is September 19. As a reminder, 
any West tops are uniform approved. 
Visit: http://stores.blue84spirit.com/WTDC.

Also, our new school logo now is available
for embroidery on items at our Lands’ End
webstore, including fleeces, rain jackets,
polos, oxford shirts and backpacks. Please
note: A portion of each sale goes right back 
to our school. Visit the Lands’ End website
(www.landsend.com), click on “School” and
then “Find your school,” and search for
West. You also may call 1-800-469-2222
and reference our preferred school number:
900180183.

Birthday Treats
All birthday treats are to be consumed 
at scholars’ scheduled lunch breaks. 
We encourage bringing healthy snacks to
share, such as fruit or popcorn. 
Lunch times are listed below: 
• PK3/PK4/First Grade: 11:05 AM

• Second/Third Grades: 11:30 AM

• Fourth/Fifth Grades: 12:15 PM

• Sixth/Seventh/Eighth Grades: 11:55 AM

Important Dates to Remember
• September 8―Potluck Dinner 

(5:30 PM)/Back to School Night (6 PM)
• September 12―Grandparents Day

Lunch/School Visit (11 AM to 1 PM)
• September 15―PSCO Meeting 

(6 PM to 7:30 PM)
• September 23―Coffee Chat with 

Principal Vroman (9 AM)
• September 28―Picture Day

(Uniform required)
• September 29―Free Dress Thursday!
• September 30―Teacher Professional 

Development Day (NO SChOOL)


