
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATEMENT OF THE WEST EDUCATION CAMPUS PARENT, STAFF & COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION (PSCO) TO ANC 4C ABOUT THE SALE OF THE KINGSBURY SCHOOL 
TO L.A.M.B. PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Commissioners, 

 

For more than 100 years, West Education Campus—at the corner of 14th and Farragut streets 

NW—has been the neighborhood school. It has served multiple generations of children living in 

Ward 4. Today we see grandparents dropping off their grandchildren to the same school they 

attended years ago. When you walk the halls of West, you feel what it is like to be welcomed 

into a true community school. 

 

West is growing and thriving. We have a dynamic, forward-thinking principal, highly engaged 

and energetic teachers and staff, an ever-growing number of amazing program offerings, and 

an active parent base. In addition to our excellent classroom teaching, we have top-notch 

robotics and STEM programs, a full-time librarian and art teacher, physical education in a  

full-sized, Middle School gymnasium, and Spanish language lessons starting in Pre-K3. 

  

Our scholars are eager to learn and leave West fully prepared for what’s next. Just this past 

year, our growth rate on the PARCC assessment was double the city average in both reading 

and math. Our enrollment has grown 30 percent over the last three years, and our teacher-

retention rate has doubled over the same amount of time. Not only have we seen improvements 

in retention and growth, but we also have increased family participation rates at conferences, 

which last year was at 90 percent. Our scholars love their school, and in two years, our student 



satisfaction results increased from 78 percent to 93 percent. More than that, our students have 

the compassion, integrity, drive and perseverance to follow their own paths to success. 

 

As parents and community members who value education and who work toward a great future 

for our city’s children, we are open to the Latin American Montessori Bilingual Public Charter 

School (L.A.M.B.) moving into the Kingsbury School space, but we have some concerns as well. 

We are concerned that the needs of our neighborhood school—its students, parents, teachers 

and administration—will be overshadowed by a large, high-profile, citywide charter school. We 

are concerned that once L.A.M.B. comes into our neighborhood, despite the best intentions,  

we stand to lose some of the relationships and sense of community we have worked so hard to 

grow and maintain. 

 

Here are our specific needs and concerns: 

 

• We are concerned about additional traffic in the neighborhood. With the introduction 

of technology-assisted travel as well as several major construction projects in the city, 

we already have an influx of commuters. Often these people are in a hurry and speed 

through the neighborhood streets on their way to work and school. An additional 250 

cars in the four-intersection radius will complicate this further. To facilitate a smooth 

drop-off period for both campuses and to maximize pedestrian safety, we propose that 

the L.A.M.B./Kingsbury entrance be move to the Piney Branch side of the campus. In 

addition, we suggest that Kingsbury change its start time from 8:30 AM to 8:15 AM so 

that the arrival window is a full 30 minutes different from campus to campus. 

 

• Pedestrian safety is already a big concern for our community. We repeatedly have 

asked for a crossing guard at Farragut and 14th streets. For the past two years, we have 

been on the wait list but haven’t received the support we need to keep our students 

safe. In addition, we need a crossing guard at Georgia and Arkansas avenues. And, the 

crossing guard at Georgia Avenue and Farragut Street has expressed deep fear of the 

traffic for her safety and that of our children. Another solution may be needed at that 

intersection. We would like to consider having a public-safety officer assigned to both 

schools to work out pedestrian safety issues prior to the move. This is certainly 

something on which we can collaborate, but we would like to see a plan in place with 



guarantees from the city before the move. 

 

• We have heard people talk about a L.A.M.B. neighborhood preference. We are 

opposed to any charter school showing a location-based preference, as it undermines 

the principles of a neighborhood school. 

 

• We rely on fundraising and partnerships for certain programming and have concerns 

that the larger, more high-profile school will prevail in neighborhood business 

partnerships and fundraisers. For instance, our major fundraiser of the school year is a 

tree sale around the holidays. We know that L.A.M.B. has had a similar event. It would 

be a shame for us to lose that income in competition with L.A.M.B. 

 

• Finally, after a recent incident, we learned of years of BZA permit violations by 

Kingsbury. The school has been renting their space for comedy shows, events and 

dance parties that are outside of their educational mission. Two weeks ago, nine shots 

were fired outside of Kingsbury in an incident involving a nightclub-like atmosphere. We 

need to trust that BZA and the government of DC are doing their jobs to ensure that the 

permits issued have the right boundaries and that those boundaries are followed. 

 

Moving from around 100 students at Kingsbury currently (who are primarily bus riders) to a 

combined number of nearly 600 students (Kingsbury + L.A.M.B.) and a cap of 600 students is  

a big difference for our neighborhood and for West. We would be more comfortable with a 

phased approach to the cap. We propose a three- to four-year phase-in on the total of  

600 students attending, assuming compliance with the terms of the BZA permit. This phased 

approach will help build trust and will allow for transitional issues to be worked out along the way. 

 

Thank you for your consideration as we openly discuss L.A.M.B.’s potential move.  

 


