
West’s Weekly 
Wednesday Newsletter

WEST EDUCATION CAMPUS • (202) 576-6226 • WWW.WESTSCHOOL.ORG 

December 21, 2016

www.facebook.com/westeducationcampus @westtigersdc westparents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

How to Support Writing Behavior at Home
Guidance from Ms. Liebman, our Fourth and Fifth Grade language arts teacher...

Writing for children today has become very technical. At school, most of 
the writing we do is based on a text. As teachers, we constantly are asking 
“Text Dependent Questions” and making sure that students use evidence from 
the text within their answer. It is a very different world from the writing I was
taught as a fourth grader. 

Sometimes, what is lost is the development of a student’s own voice in his 
or her writing. This is a great place to start your support of your student at home.
After your child writes anything for school, a thank-you letter for a gift, an 
invitation to a party, have him or her read out loud what was written. 
Ask, “Does that sound right? Does it sound like you talking?” Ask your child to
add more words or take away words as necessary. By calling it your child’s
“voice,” the writing becomes his or her own and will make more sense to both 
the writer and the reader.

Message from 
Principal Vroman...
Thank you for a 
wonderful start to 
the school year! 
We couldn’t have 
made it happen 
without your support. 

This year, our suspension and behavior 
referrals are down by almost 50 percent.
We’ve met with more than 80 percent of our
families during parent-teacher conferences,
and more than 75 percent of our families 
received a home visit. We’re excited for our
mid-year testing in January to see how much
our kids have grown since the beginning 
of the year. 

Have a restful break and enjoy every moment
spent with your loved ones. I am very much
looking forward to building on our successes
in 2017. I’ll see you in the new year!

Warmly,

Principal Megan Vroman

P.S. Please visit the Lost and Found in 
the front office to claim any missing items.
All items not claimed by January 6 will 
be donated. Thank you! 
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Foster a Love of Reading at Home
With all that we have going on, how can we possibly have time to read at home?
I’m hoping that I can give you a few quick and easy tips to ease that burden.

1. Read in front of your children. Do you read the newspaper in the morning? 
Perhaps you like to read comic books or magazines? Invite your child to read the
headlines, captions and some of the featured stories with you.

2. Let your child choose which books he or she reads. Children generally don’t
want to read if they don’t love the book/topic about which they are reading.

3. Create a cozy place for your child to access books and read every day.
This doesn’t have to be fancy…just a few pillows and a stack of books will do!

4. Establish a reading time/hour at home.
Many schools call this “DEAR” time (Drop Everything and Read).

5. Ask your child if he or she would like to be part of a family book club.
Bring your child to the library/bookstore to select a book he or she would like 
the family to read together. Make your child responsible for creating a reading
schedule and guiding questions. 

6. After reading time, guide your child in discussing the text.
Who was this section/chapter mostly about? Describe the setting of your story 
to me. What was the most surprising thing you learned from your reading? 
What do you think will happen next? Why do you think this?

7. Always make reading time a positive experience. If your child doesn’t want 
to read, then suggest another book/magazine that might be of interest.

Please email pictures of family reading time to me. I will display them on one 
of our bulletin boards. — Heimy Salgado (heimy.salgado@dc.gov)

Fourth Grade Reflections From 
Their Trip to the White House

“When me and my class were inside the 
White House, there were so many paintings 
of the former presidents. For example, JFK,
Reagan and so on, which was way fun! I got
to take pictures of all of it! President Obama
was in Europe, so he wasn’t there, but it was
still fun!” — David

“When I went to the White House, it was
amazing. We got to see some rooms that I
never saw before when I came before. I saw
the China Room and the library that Michelle
Obama and Barak Obama and the kids use; 
it was amazing. My favorite part was when
we ate inside the room the people at the 
National Mall eat at. It was the best field trip 
I have ever had.” — Neveah

“My experience at the White House was 
exciting and fun because we got to see lots 
of pictures of past presidents of the USA. 
We didn’t get to see President Obama because
he was in Europe. We also got to see a big
statue of Abe Lincoln. We got to see the 
Blue Room, Green Room, Cross Hall, 
State Dining Room, Library, China Room 
and more! We saw favorite foods of past 
presidents in the Visitor’s Center.” — Laetitia

Important Dates to Remember...
• December 22 through January 2

Winter Break (No school)
• January 3―School resumes
• January 12―PSCO Meeting (6 PM)


