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Meet Mr. Pinkard!
One of our Eighth Grade scholars, Samory Mitchell, 
interviewed our new operations assistant, Mr. Bryan Pinkard, 
and is excited to introduce him to our West community.

Samory Mitchell (SM): How long have
you been working with schools?
Bryan Pinkard (BP): I have had some
experience a long time ago, in total,
about five to six years. I coach 
basketball for middle school, 
so I’ve been in schools for some time. 

SM: Do you get along well with kids?
BP: I love kids; they give me life. 
Kids give us adults energy and hope!

SM:Why do you want to work at West?
BP: I hope that I can be here to inspire
you guys to do great things and make
the world a better place for you all. 
I know I am new to West, but I hope 
to be a positive role model.

SM:What do you do at West?
BP: I work in operations with Ms. Louis. I am here to assist with record keeping,
time keeping and all the other things the school needs to function. 

SM:What are your goals for West?
BP: For myself, I want to become an integral part of the West family. I already 
can see it’s a great place to be. Everyone is so nice. I hope to become a part of that
culture. As far as students, I want to see you guys achieve your goals, and I want to
get to know all the students here. 

(continued)

Message from Principal Vroman...

Dear West Community,

As Thanksgiving draws
near, I wanted to take a
moment to express how
thankful I am for your
continued support and
partnership and for the
hard work of our 
teachers. Every day, 
our scholars continue to
grow, and our families and teachers are 
relentless in helping our scholars reach their
goals. We know you put in many hours to
support our scholars and our school in many
different ways, and I am so thankful for every
way you love our school community. 

I wish you safe travels if the holiday 
takes you out of town. And, I look forward 
to greeting you all at 8:30 AM on Monday!

With gratitude,

Principal Vroman 

Reminder: There is no afterschool 
programming on Wednesday, November 23.
All scholars must be picked up at 3:15 PM.



the W • November 23, 2016

West school — More than 100 years of excellence in education

A Guide to Blogging
The following is from our Middle School 
English Language Arts teacher, Ms. Washington...

In language arts, we are working on becoming 
great readers and writers. All students in grades 
6, 7 and 8 are starting a new unit and are very excited to 
read new novels. One of the highlights for the new units are 
Cornerstone projects. Columbia/Grade 6 students, for example, 
are being introduced to a web-based program called Kidblog, which 
gives students’ writing a meaningful purpose and an authentic audience. 
Students are motivated to write for their peers and to engage with a global 
network. Teachers moderate all content, so nothing goes live until it has 
been checked and cleared by the teacher.

Before allowing students to create their own blog posts, it is important to teach
them basic blogging rules and etiquette and to establish consequences for not 
following blogging rules. Our main rule: Think before you post.

Blogging is a special type of writing. We discuss how to write constructive
comments, whether we agree or disagree with the original post. And depending 
on the age of the students, we may use different writing techniques. With our 
sixth graders, we will be learning how to do the following:

•   Paraphrase the original post. Put in your own words what a poster has
said so that he or she feels understood and so that the other participants
can read a concise summary of the post from your point of view.

•   Check for meaning. Sometimes our interpretation of a writer’s post is not
exactly what the poster meant. Check for understanding of a post or ask
the poster to clarify what he or she meant in their post.

•   Give positive feedback. Recognize an interesting or insightful comment,
even if you disagree with it. We all like to be recognized.

•   Elaborate.Add on to a previous poster’s comments by giving examples
from the text, connecting the text with something in the real world or 
another text, sharing some background knowledge, or suggesting a new
way to view the character or problem. This gives the previous poster 
credit for his or her ideas but allows others to add to the conversation.

•   Consolidate. Find the common ground. Pull together ideas, showing their
relationship to each other. When several people are passionate about their
positions, they sometimes don’t realize that they may be saying the same
thing, just in different ways, or that their ideas are related to each other.

•   Summarize. Keep it on topic. Sometimes discussions drift off topic. 
By summarizing the major views of the group, you narrow the 
focus back to the topic.

Mr. Pinkard (continued)
SM: Besides basketball, what else do you 
like to do for fun?
BP:Music. I’ve worked in the music industry.
It’s a passion of mine. I love creative arts. 
I love it all. I’ve done everything from 
classical to hip hop and R&B. If you can play
piano and violin, you can learn to play many
instruments. There are a lot of different types
of music out there. 

Staff/Scholar Swap Day
Our first Staff/Scholar Swap dress-down 
day is here! On Tuesday, November 29,  
scholars may dress like staff members, 
and the staff will dress in school uniforms. 
We hope everyone will participate, 
and we look forward to seeing the outfits 
our scholars and staff will wear.

Scholar-designed T-shirts
The shirts have arrived! 
Stop by the main office to get 
yours today. One of our 
extremely talented middle school 
scholars designed a T-shirt for families 
participating in APTTs this year. We loved
them so much that we ordered extras to sell.
The cost is $10 per shirt. (Pre-K4, 
Kindergarten and Third Grade parents will
receive them free at their next APTT.)

Annual Holiday Tree/Wreath Sale
Saturday/Sunday, November 26 and  27 •
Saturday/Sunday December 3 and 4    
Please come out for a few hours and help 
sell trees and wreaths. Or, make a purchase 
to support the school! The sale is lots of 
fun, and kids can help. Parents who bring 
West students as volunteers can receive 
a discount on the purchase of a tree. 
Sign up at www.westschool.org.


