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Updates from Middle School Math
Our Sixth Grade students have spent 
the first quarter learning all about 
ratios, proportional relationships and
unit rates. This is a very exciting 
aspect of math because it comes up 
so frequently in everyday life. We see
ratios in recipes, in salaries, in sports, 
in travel and just about everywhere else!
The sixth graders have learned many
different strategies for representing 
ratios, from ratio tables to double 
number-line diagrams to bar models. 
They even are using algebra to write 
equations and draw graphs.

Parents: Talk with your scholar about the ratios and rates that you think about on 
a regular basis. For example, discuss how you calculate your mileage (in miles per
gallon), your car’s speed (in miles per hour), or the cost of groceries (in dollars 
per ounce or dollars per pound). The sixth graders have started to apply their 
knowledge of ratios to percentages at this point, so be sure to ask your scholar 
to point out percentages on television, at stores and elsewhere.

Our Seventh Grade students have just finished their unit on ratios and proportional
relationships. Just like the sixth graders, our seventh graders have learned a lot
about instances when ratios are used in the real world. Favorite examples for the
Seventh Grade class include rates of pay (in dollars per hour) and sports-related
problems, like calculating a running back’s yards per carry in football. Our Seventh
Grade scholars spent the last couple of weeks applying their knowledge of ratios to
scale models and drawings. They created their own scale drawings and did a great
job solving a superhero-themed problem in the DCPS-wide cornerstone activity.

(continued)

Free Dress Day This Week!
Thursday, October 27
Free Dress Day usually happens on the last
Friday of the month. However, this month, 
we are having it on Thursday because there 
is no school on Friday, October 28. 

Students should adhere to a dress code 
that is modest and appropriate for school:

•  No exposed stomachs or backs; 
   no tank tops; no exposed shoulders
   (Skirts and dresses may be no shorter 
   than 1 inch above the knee.)
•  Close-toed shoes appropriate for 
   the playground and P.E. 
•  Pants that sit at the waist 
   (Wear a belt if needed.) 
•  No excessive or distracting jewelry

If we find your child’s attire to be immodest
or inappropriate for school, then we will have
him or her change into a school uniform 
for the duration of the day.    

Citrus Fruit Fundraiser
West’s annual Florida Indian River Groves
Citrus Fruit Fundraiser is underway! This is
one of our most popular fundraisers, as it
gives you an opportunity to support West
while providing something healthy for your
family and friends. Our goal this year is to
have each family sell or buy at least one box. 
All orders and payments must be 
submitted by Thursday, November 3.

Taylor and Jakiara teach the class 

how to solve a ratio problem.



the W • OctOber 26, 2016

West school — More than 100 years of excellence in education

Middle School Math (continued)

Parents: Talk with your scholar about the 
ratios and rates that you think about on a 
regular basis. For example, discuss how you
could calculate your mileage (in miles per 
gallon), your car’s speed (in miles per hour),
or the cost of groceries (in dollars per 
ounce or dollars per pound).

Our Eighth Grade scholars began the year 
with a unit about exponents and scientific 
notation. They were able to apply their knowledge of scientific notation to 
multiple real-world problems, including one about the relative sizes of planets 
(see below for an example). The Eighth Grade scholars now are learning about
rigid motions in geometry. Many members of the class are artistically inclined, 
and it has been a pleasure to see numerous beautiful drawings of translations, 
reflections and rotations.

Jasmine and 

Samory discovered

that even if Earth 

had a diameter of 

8 centimeters, 

Jupiter would be too

big to fit on any sheet

of paper in the room.

They had to make a

bigger sheet!

Parents: Talk with your scholars about numbers so big or so small that it is 
easier to represent them using scientific notation. In particular, focus on estimating 
quantities that involve these numbers. For example, as presidential candidates 
discuss the national debt, think with your scholar about how many times bigger the
debt is than an average household income. Also, encourage your scholars to explain
to you how paths of motion—from clicking and dragging to resize objects on a
computer screen to rearranging furniture at home—might be described geometrically.

Save the Date! Family Math Night: Thursday, November 17 at 5:30 PM.
(See description at right) 

Election Day Bake Sale
Tuesday, November 8  
The West PSCO once again is organizing 
an Election Day Bake Sale to raise funds 
for school projects and needs. Coffee and 
baked goods will be available for purchase. 
Volunteers are needed for set up, to work 
the sale table and, of course, bake items! 
(All baked goods must be wrapped 
individually.) Contact: Erica Mongelli, 
ericamongelli@hotmail.com.

Family Math Night
Thursday, November 17 • 5:30 PM
This year, Family Math Night has an
Olympics theme. Bring money to purchase
“pie” (pizza) for dinner, and participate in a
fun night of learning, games and community.
Common Core standards
outline a new, conceptual
approach to learning 
math; attending this night
with your scholar will help
you learn a bit more about
these shifts and how you can better support
your child’s math growth.

Important Dates to Remember
• October 24 through November 3―

Parent-Teacher Conferences
• October 27―Free Dress Day
• October 27―Harvest Festival (5:30 PM)
• October 28―No school for students
• November 3―Count Day 

(Perfect Attendance Goal!)
• November 4―No school for students 

(Report cards mailed home)
• November 5―School Gardening Day
• November 10―PSCO Meeting (9 AM)
• November 11―Veterans Day (No school)

Student work using proportional relationships 

to calculate superhero heights.


