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What Is Class Dojo?
at Back to School Night, we hope you learned a bit more about 
Class Dojo, our behavior-management system for Grades K-8. 
Each student has a profile, complete with his or her own avatar, 
to which teachers can assign positive and negative points throughout 
a lesson. Following are a few of the reasons we are using Class Dojo:

• It creates a positive culture. Teachers can give students 
positive feedback for any skill or core value (Integrity, 
Community, Drive, Perseverance, Working Hard). 

• Scholars feel empowered. Students can see how they learn
and grow over time.

• Parents get involved. By keeping up-to-date with points (in
real-time) and seeing photos of their children in action, parents
can see which positive behaviors their scholars are demonstrating
most frequently and which behaviors need more work. 

The entire West staff is connected to all classes on Class Dojo. So, all
staff can give points to all scholars. our students love this system,
and we’ve already given Free Dress Day incentives for top earners in
each class as well as popsicle parties for top classes. If you’re not
connected to your scholar’s account, then let your teacher know, 
and we will support you in getting connected.

Class Spotlight: Pre-K3
Pre-K3 has been busy getting 
used to school, learning routines 
and making new friends. In our 
first study for the year—“We are”—
we are learning about our emotions 
and our place within our classrooms.  
In our interest areas, students are exploring
materials, learning how to take care of and
share materials, and interacting with one 

another. In the Puzzles and Manipulatives
area, for example, students are engaging with
one another to construct with legos and 
Bristle Blocks. We are working hard to build
our community one manipulative at a time!
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Important Dates to Remember
• September 15 through October 15

Hispanic Heritage Month
• September 23―Coffee Chat with 

Principal Vroman (9 aM)
• September 28―Picture Day
• September 29―Free Dress Thursday!
• September 29―Mindset, Paint and Pizza 

for Families (6 PM)
• September 30―Teacher Professional 

Development Day (No SCHool)
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Please Join Us! Growth Mindset Night
We are SUPER excited to invite you to Mindset, Paint and Pizza
on Thursday, September 29 from 6 PM to 7:30 PM. This is an event
for our families to learn more about Mindset and to build community.

This year, our staff has been reading the book Mindset by Carol
Dweck. The book is phenomenal, and we highly encourage everyone
to read it. It speaks about growth mindset and how to use setbacks,
failures and challenges to propel growth, and it features a lot of tips
and tools. as such, we are working to be more diligent to encourage
effort and struggle and to build our scholar’s confidence in failures
and learning from failures. We are planning to run two or three 
sessions throughout the year for families so that you can use some 
of these growth mindset tools at home with your scholars. 

September is Growth Mindset Month, and we’re excited to kick-off
our parent sessions with you this month. The first 30 minutes will be
an overview of growth mindset geared for families, and the last hour
will be pizza and a painting class led by Mr. Jenkins, our phenomenal
art teacher. The painting class is geared toward adults and upper 
elementary and middle school scholars. We will have separate 
activities for younger scholars if they will accompany you. 

Back to School Night
Thank you to all our families that joined us on Back to School Night.
Did you miss it? Not to worry! Materials from that evening, including
a draft copy of our strategic plan and a brief video, have been posted
to our website: www.westschool.org.

Healthy Meals
Healthy meals help grow strong brains. 
For this reason, we ask you to leave all soda
and candy at home. If you pack lunch for 
your child, then please provide healthy 
snacks and water. 

and, while we encourage sharing most 
everything, it is our policy NoT to share 
food with friends at lunch. This rule helps 
ensure that scholars with food allergies don’t
inadvertently eat something they shouldn’t.
We have shared this policy with our scholars,
but your help in reinforcing it would be 
incredibly helpful.

Sports Equipment and Toys
Sports equipment and toys likewise should 
be left at home. This includes basketballs,
footballs, soccer balls, iPads, iPods and 
personal gaming systems. Recreational items
are available for scholars to use at school.
Thank you for helping us maintain our 
learning-focused environment!


