
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes for the West PSCO 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 

 
 

The meeting convened at 6:15 PM. 
 
 
1) Lisa Jackson presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

(A full financial report can be found on the school website.) 
 

• Overall, we are running under budget for event expenses this year (-$791.67). 
 

• Fundraisers are currently a combination of underperforming and  
over-performing, compared to budget. To date, we have raised $9364.78. 
 

• All programmatic support (Gardening program, PARCC, Spelling Bee, Teacher 
Fund), as well as spending for school supplies currently are running at or  
below budget projections. 
 

• Our General donations are ahead of budget, thanks to a very generous 
contributor who gave a year-end donation of $1000. (Our budget was $1000 for 
the year; we currently are at $1330.25.) 
 

• Our IRS filings for the 2016-2017 school year were completed successfully. 
 
 

2) Kathryn Roberts presented a summary of our February meeting. 
(Full Secretary’s Report may be found on the school website.) 

 
• Erica Mongelli provided an update on Jawan Thompson, our crossing guard  

who was hit by a motorist on December 20, 2017. 
 

• Cary Greene provided an update on Open Houses. 
 

• Nailah Williams provided an update on the Book Fair/Family Reading Night. 
 

• Alana Lerner provided an update on our afterschool soccer program. 
 



• Maria Castillo, our ECE coordinator, discussed the ECE Policy Council. 
 

• The meeting concluded with an ice cream sundae bar and Family Game Night. 
 
 

3) Erica Mongelli and Tiffani Johnson provided an update on Jawan Thompson. 
 

• At the time of this meeting, Jawan still was requiring home health care  
for 16 hours per day. 
 

• Through the Go Fund Me site and Moreland’s Tavern fundraiser, we have 
secured almost $10,000 to assist with Jawan’s medical and living expenses. 
However, she is in need of additional surgeries that are yet to be scheduled,  
and she most likely will never return to her job.  
 

• Appeals to DDOT for full worker’s compensation benefits have been denied.  
Tiffani has helped Jawan to engage a lawyer to represent her moving forward. 
 

• Tiffani has reached out to Councilmember Brandon Todd’s office and to DDOT  
to schedule a meeting to discuss long-standing traffic-safety issues. (NOTE: This 
meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, March 13 at 6 PM at West.) 
 

• Ideas were discussed to continue media attention on Jawan’s plight, including an 
email campaign: “Do the Right Thing” and #Justice4Jawan. 

 
 

3) Mr. Jenkins and Ms. Wolf provided an update on our spring production of “Annie.” 
 

• Approximately 50 students, ages 4 to 14, auditioned. Three shows are being 
planned (Tentative dates/times: May 11 and 12 at 7 PM, 2 PM and 7 PM) with 
multiple students playing lead roles. 
 

• Funding of $3700 was requested and approved for play rights ($1200), set design 
($1500) and costumes ($1000). Additional funds (to be determined) were 
requested for a cast party. Also, a vote was approved to seek $1000 through the 
yearly ANC/4C grant to help provide the necessary funds; Mr. Jenkins and  
Ms. Wolf will write the grant to be submitted. 
 

• Cary Greene volunteered to lead efforts in seeking raffle prizes to raise funds 
during performance intermissions. Alana Lerner and Tenina Reeves 
(202.257.5685 | tenfleming@aol.com) volunteered to solicit ads for the souvenir 
program; Tenina suggested adding a  business-card size ad to the list of options 
(full page, half page, quarter page). Kathryn Roberts volunteered to handle 
design/layout of the souvenir program. 



 
 

4) Alana Lerner and Ms. Brabham provided updates on afterschool sports programs. 
 

• DC Way will lead a six-week soccer program on Mondays (Pre-K and Kinder)  
and Wednesdays (First Grade through Third Grade), from February 26 through 
April 9. Sessions will last for 30-45 minutes each. Charge is $74 per student. 
Scholarships are available for families in need of financial assistance. 
 

• Spring track will begin in March for girls in Fourth Grade through Eighth Grade. 
Ms. Brabham will be their coach. 

 
 

5) Nailah Williams led a discussion of current and upcoming fundraising efforts. 
 

• To date, our Technology Fundraiser has raised $1475 of our $5000 goal.  
Funds raised are earmarked for PARCC computers and other technology 
upgrades as needed. Principal Vroman stated that there is talk about  
technology needs being funded centrally in the future, but for now,  
the burden remains with each school. 
 

• We will host our annual Book Fair from February 22 through March 1.  
The first two days will be preview days for teachers and students; onsite sales 
will begin Monday, February 26 and run through Family Literacy Night on  
March 1. Online sales will continue through March 9. Twenty-five percent of 
each sale benefits West. 
 

• Our second annual Read-a-Thon also will be held during the above period. 
Materials are being sent home to students, and donations are due March 1. 
(NOTE: Per Nailah Williams on March 8, we surpassed our goal of raising $1500 
by an additional $125. Ms. Fishman’s First Grade class has earned a pizza party 
by having the highest level of participation.) 
 

• Because of the “Pennies for Change” collection in support of the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society running currently through March 12, it was decided that  
the “Change Drive for Literacy” usually held during Reaching Week will be held  
April 9 through 13 in conjunction with “Drop Everything And Read” (DEAR). 
 

• West has received a $2000 grant from the Nature Conservancy to support  
our school garden and to fund Ms. Carloni as our school garden coordinator.  
In addition to overseeing the garden, Ms. Carloni will lead an aftercare program 
related to the garden, one day per week for students in Second Grade through 
Fourth Grade. Input is being sought from students on what they would like to 



grow in the garden. “Wish Lists” have been posted in the main hallway. 
 

• A push will be made in February to collect Box Tops for Education coupons by 
the end of the month; coupons must be submitted by the beginning of March in 
order to receive the April payment. (Payments are distributed twice each year: in 
December for the period from March 2 to November 1 and in April for the period 
from November 2 through March 1.) The class that submits the most coupons 
will earn a Free-Dress Day. (NOTE: Per Rebecca Hertzberg, we collected $230 
worth of coupons for this collection period. Ms. Dubinsky’s Second Grade Class 
earned the Free-Dress Day.) 
 

• A suggestion was made to seek donations from families who no longer are 
required to pay for Aftercare through the end of the 2017-2018 school year 
because of a grant from 21st Century Community Learning Center. Amanda 
Damweber has volunteered to draft text to be used in The W and on the  
school website. 

 
6) Open Floor Discussion 

 
• Principal Vroman reported that local artist MasPaz will work with students to 

create a mural on the 14th Street side of West. MasPaz was born in Bogota, 
Colombia; adopted from an orphanage by an American family; and raised in 
Washington, DC. The mural will be erected in such a way that it can be removed 
and preserved during reconstruction of West. A suggestion was made that an 
interview be conducted for The W. 
 

• Principal Vroman requested a $100 mini-grant to purchase “Peace of Mind,” a 
mindfulness curriculum for Kindergarten. The request was approved. 
 

• Principal Vroman also discussed the possibility of a “Taste @ West” fundraiser 
where teachers and staff would cook food and families can buy tickets. 
A suggestion was made to use vegetables from our garden. More discussion will 
be needed on this. 
 

• Concern was voiced about repairs needed on the large school playground. 
Outreach is needed with Ms. Louis to see when the work order was submitted. 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 7:30 PM.  
 


