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Holiday Cards for Our Troops
This December, our scholars participated in a Holiday Card Drive for veterans at
the Armed Forces Retirement Home. Each scholar from Pre-K3 to Eighth Grade
made one card during his or her class time. Every resident at the home will receive
a card, and any remaining will be shipped to troops serving overseas. 

Reminders...
Spirit Week continues with our Fancy-Dress/Winter Picture Day
on Thursday and Ugly Sweater Day on Friday. Thank you to all 
for participating and making this such a fun week! 

Also, Winter Break runs from December 22 
through January 2. There is no school for students.

Kindergarten Update
Our Kindergartners have been hard at 
work learning how to read, write, count, 
add, identify shapes, and so much more! 
Most recently, our Kindergarteners have
transformed into meteorologists—observing
weather patterns, learning the scientific terms
of clouds, and beginning to understand 
electricity. They are learning so much and
have become vocabulary-word wizards, 
always using the words we learn throughout
the day. We are looking forward to coming
back from break and diving into being writers
and readers who write and read great stories.

After-School Update
This past term, West scholars participated 
in a variety of after-school programs, ranging
from sports to academic enrichment. While
many of our fall programs have completed,
the following groups continue to meet:

•  Jumpstart DC — Every Monday and
Thursday, a group of college students from
American University visits West to help
some of our Pre-K students with literacy
and comprehension skills. Jumpstart 
will go on a short recess because of the 
holidays but start back up again toward 
the end of January.

•  GeoPlunge — This interactive geography
card game is a great way for children to
learn without the feeling of being taught.
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Interview of Our Second Safety Technician
The following interview was conducted by Kindergarten student 
Ruth Mongelli (bottom left); her younger sister, Elyse; and their mom, Erica; 
with our new crossing guard, Ms. Jawan, who is stationed at 
Georgia Avenue and Farragut Street.

Ruth Mongelli:
What is your favorite food?
Ms. Jawan:
Popeye’s chicken! It’s the
best. I love Popeye’s chicken!

Elyse Mongelli:
What was your favorite
thing at school?
Ms. Jawan:
History and social studies.

Ruth Mongelli:
Where did you go to school?
Are you from DC?
Ms. Jawan:
Yes, I am a Washingtonian. 
I was born and raised 
in Northeast DC.

Ruth Mongelli:
How did you become interested in being a crossing guard?
Ms. Jawan: I have two children of my own who are school aged, and it’s very 
important to have people to look out for our children. One of my friend’s kids 
was hit by a car and actually passed away. This made me interested in becoming 
a crossing guard. It is very important for kids to pay attention when crossing 
the street and to have people to help keep them safe. 

Erica Mongelli:What is your advice to parents and kids when crossing 
the street, especially when we are in a rush to make it to school on time?
Ms. Jawan:Always, always look in both directions before you cross the street. 
I always look left, right and left again because that is the direction cars are 
coming and that is how they trained us to look. Always cross in a cross walk; 
don’t just run across the street and think that cars will stop for you. 

Welcome, Ms. Jawan! We are SO glad to have you 
as a part of the West Community.

After-School (continued)

    In the course of playing, students learn
general knowledge about all 50 of the
United States, such as capitals, flags and
populations, as well as geographical 
relations to each other. They also are
taught communication skills and 
sportsmanship. Students are still welcome
to join. Sessions meet Wednesdays from
3:30 PM to 4:30 PM. Contact Mr. Gann at
Adam.Gann@dc.gov to register.

•  Basketball — The season for our 
Boys and Girls basketball teams (for 
Elementary and Middle School students)
continues through the end of February. 
If you’re not on the team, then come root
for us at any of our home games! 
View our game schedule in the 
“Program” section of the school website:
www.westschool.org.

•  Karate — We are pleased to welcome back 
Kaizen Karate for a new round of classes.
Students in Kindergarten through Fifth
Grade will meet on Tuesdays, starting 
January 10. A separate class for our 
Pre-K students will begin on January 12.
Both classes will meet for eight weeks. 

Please watch your announcements for 
information about additional programs 
that may begin in January. 
Send your questions to Kathleen Sears 
at kathleen.sears@dc.gov.

Healthy Snacks
As a reminder, please send healthy snacks 
to school. Chips, soda, cookies and other
high-sugar snacks should be minimized. 
We encourage healthy breakfasts and lunches,
as we know there is a strong connection 
between high-sugar snacks and the negative
effect on the brain, learning and energy levels.
Thank you for your support.


