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Field Day Fun!

We had so much fun at Field Day last week! We could not have made it happen
without the hard work of our staff and our family volunteers. Thank you to all who
helped make it a wonderful event for our kids! 

Learning Celebrations at Home
Let your child know how proud you are of his or her efforts this year by hosting 
a learning celebration at home. Bridging the connection between home and school
reinforces to a child that his or her efforts are recognized and that you understand
how he or she has persevered to improve throughout the year. Here are some 
suggestions for how to engage:

• Host an Author’s Hour. Be the audience as your child reads aloud stories 
or reports he or she wrote. ask questions and give your full attention to 
demonstrate investment and interest in his or her work.

(continued)

Re-enrollment at West
We currently are at 65 percent enrollment, 
but we need your help to get to 80 percent by
the end of the school year. Please come into
the Main Office between 8 aM and 4 PM to 
re-enroll your scholars. Bring proof of 
residency with you (for example, license, 
registration or paystub). Enrolling your
scholar before school lets out helps us keep
our budgeted positions. Help us get fully 
enrolled for the upcoming year!

Please call the Main Office at 
(202) 576-6226 with any questions or 
concerns that you may have and ask to 
speak with our registrar, Bryan Pinkard.

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Important Dates to Remember
• Friday, June 9―

Dentist visits West
• Monday, June 12―

Eighth Grade Promotion (9 aM)
• Tuesday, June 13―

ECE Step Up Ceremony (1:30 PM)
• Wednesday, June 14―

Last Day of School (12:15 PM dismissal)
• Thursday, June 15―

Enjoy summer!☺
• Monday, August 21―

First Day of School
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Learning Celebrations (continued)
• Create a Gallery of Art. Help your child display artwork, drawings and

other  creations that have been brought home. This can be done easily with
clothespins and yarn. Hang up favorite pieces, and ask your child how 
each piece was selected.

• Reflect on growth. Pull out samples of homework, classwork and writing 
that were completed at different stages of the year. Your child will enjoy 
seeing how much he or she has improved!

Family Engagement at Its Best
We are almost finished with the 2016-2017 school year, and what an exciting 
and amazing school year we have had! When we started the year, all our scholars
were introduced to their new teachers by conducting home visits. While home visits
are not new to West—our amazing Early Childhood Education (ECE) team already 
had home visits as part of their standard practice—but this year was the first year
we could train the entire school, with the help of the Flamboyan Foundation (our
family-engagement partner), on how to conduct home visits.  

We set very high goals regarding family engagement this year, and we are 
proud to report that, as a school, we not only met our goals for home visits, 
academic Parent Teacher Team (aPTT) meetings and parent-teacher conferences, 
but we exceeded them. Our efforts were led by our amazing Flamboyan Engagement
Leadership Team (FELT)—Courtney Garmon, managing director of coaching at
Flamboyan Foundation; Principal Vroman, ECE teacher Shannon Ballou; and
Teacher Leadership Innovation (TLI) Culture Lead Benita Gordon—who worked
as facilitators, coordinators, motivators, counselors and creative leaders to truly 
enhance the collaboration between scholar’s families and our West educators.  

We are excited to move forward in the 2017-2018 school year and our 
second year of partnership with Flamboyan to strengthen our family-home 
connection. We will continue to conduct home visits and engage in academic 
partnerships with all scholars. In 2017-2018, we will begin holding aPTTs with 
all parents and teachers in Pre-K through Fifth Grade, and our Middle School 
will transition to Student-Led Conferences (SLC). 

at West, we approach family engagement with a spirit of gratitude, humility 
and vulnerability to engage families as our scholars’ first and forever teachers so
that scholars are empowered to choose their own paths to success. We appreciate
your involvement and thank you for a great year of family engagement. 

Enjoy the summer! We will be in touch soon as we gear up for the new year.

Reflections from Ms. Wolf...
When I think 
about my role as 
an educator, I’ve 
got to admit…
I get a bit 
overwhelmed. 
The trust from
guardians that is given to me is something 
I can’t take lightly—and to be completely
honest, it keeps me up at night. Sure, it’s 
partially from the sheer amount of grading
and lesson planning that I engage in daily
(and maybe the gallons of coffee I consume 
to get work done outside of my tour of duty),
but it’s mostly because I understand what is 
at stake if I am not successful in my job. 

In my family, I’ve seen what can happen
when you’re not afforded the quality 
education you deserve and how limited 
your life choices can be when parts of the
american Dream become a dream deferred. 
I am the first person in my family to receive 
a college degree, and I have witnessed 
first hand the kinds of doors that can open 
because of this privilege: job security, health
benefits, expendable income. achieving these
things also has enabled me to better prepare
my own sister, who will enter high school 
as a ninth grader next year.

The children I teach have, in many ways, 
become my children. When they succeed, 
I succeed. When they stumble, I feel it, too.
The phone calls at 6:30 PM that start with,
“Mrs. Wolf...he claims he has no homework,”
become the evening joke at my dinner table.
My mom and grandma ask more about the
kids than they do about me.

Even though this work is hard work, it is 
so deeply meaningful that I am thankful for
every second I spend with these scholars. 
It makes the overwhelming moments worth it.


