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Third Grade Update: Leaders in Training
Third Grade has been busy at work the last few weeks, learning about life cycles,
multiplication and government. We have had opportunities to extend our learning
outside of the classroom. We campaigned for classroom jobs, and we were sworn
into office by Councilmember Brandon Todd. We promised to do our best, eat all 
our green vegetables, and listen to our teachers and parents. We also visited 
the U.S. Capitol and sat in the seats of senators and past presidents as we listened 
to Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton speak about her passion for and 
dedication to the city of Washington, D.C. It has been an exciting time in 
Third Grade, and we can’t wait to see what we’ll be learning next! 

Parent-Teacher Conferences/
Academic Parent-Teacher Teams
Reminder: Parent-teacher conferences will 
be handled differently this year. Instead of 
setting aside only one day for conferences, 
we are extending the window to two weeks 
to better accommodate parents’ schedules.
Conferences will be held October 24 through
November 3. Teachers have begun reaching
out to schedule appointments.

Instead of attending traditional parent-teacher
conferences, parents in Pre-K4, Kindergarten
and Third Grade will participate in APTT
meetings four times a year—three times in a
group setting, once as an individual meeting.
For our first round of meetings: 
Third Grade families will meet on Tuesday,
October 25 at 5:30 PM; Kindergarten families
will meet on Wednesday, October 26 at 
3:30 PM and 6 PM; and Pre-K4 families will
meet on Wednesday, November 16 at 6 PM.
For more information, view last week’s W
on the school website, or contact your child’s
teacher. We are proud to be piloting this 
program in three of our classes this year! 

Enrollment Auditing
Please note: Thursday, November 3 is our 
enrollment count day! It is important that 
all of our scholars are in school on this day. 
The annual student enrollment audit is 
required by law and determines funding for
the following year. We will have classroom
contests and other fun incentives, (continued)
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Meet Our New Safety Technician 
(Crossing Guard)!
Two of our Middle Grade scholars interviewed one of our two new crossing guards.
Please see the interview below and welcome Ms. Rita Phillips to West!

Na’Asia Washington (NW): What made you decide to work at West? 
Rita Phillips (RP): My supervisor chose this area for me, because it was really
needed to get kids to school safely. He thought it would be a nice spot for me to
help you students, first and foremost.

Isoke Taylor (IT): Did you have practice as a kid to help you walk across the street? 
RP: My mom and dad assisted me with walking across the street. 
I also had a crossing guard growing up. 

NW: What made you decide to be a
crossing guard?
RP: I was a little girl—6 years old—
and I was struck by a vehicle. It was
during church, and my family was 
inside. I had to learn how to walk
again. It made me want to help 
students because of my experience
when I was a young girl. 

IT: If there is a blind person walking
across the street, do you have a
special signal or way to help them?
RP: I would communicate with them;
I would let them know I am here to assist them. 
I would work to clear the street and help them walk across it. 

NW: How long have you been a crossing guard?
RP: I am new; this is my first two weeks. Everyone has been so wonderful. 
The parents, staff and kids have been so welcoming. I tell my kids [that] I work
with wonderful students in a great community. You can still call me a crossing
guard, but now we are called safety technicians!

IT: How long do you work each day? 
RP: In the mornings from 7 AM to 9 AM and in the afternoons from 2 PM to 4 PM.

NW: What do you do in your free time?
RP: I go to the gym so I can stay in shape and be ready to run across the street 
each day. The last 10 years, I worked in a school; I was a classroom assistant. 
I love working with children and believe they are the future. 

Enrollment (continued)
but we also are asking for your partnership 
in ensuring your scholar is at school for the
full day on November 3. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

College Awareness Day
On Friday, October 21, scholars may 
wear jeans and a college T-shirt to school in
lieu of their normal school uniform. Each
year, college degrees become more critical to
career opportunities, and we are excited to
share more about college with our scholars
both this month and throughout the year.

West Harvest Festival
Thursday, October 27 • 5:30 PM to 7 PM
Plans are in the works for our annual 
fall celebration. Please join us for lots of fun!

Candy donations are being collected in the
large, orange bin by the security guard desk.
As you pick up a bag of candy for trick-or-
treaters, grab an extra one and donate it. 
This candy will be given out at the end of 
the night to all of the kids who attend.

Other items we are seeking:
• Donuts for “Bobbing for Donuts” 
• Cornhole/Baggo beanbag-toss games 
(We are looking to borrow a few sets.)

• Homemade baked goods

Also: Volunteers are needed for all of the 
activities. A sign-up sheet will be in the front
hallway this week, and an online form will be
emailed soon. We need a lot of help the night
of the event, so please plan to sign up!
QUESTIONS? Email Carrie Tiller at 
carrelle_tiller@yahoo.com.

Note:While October 27 is a Free-Dress Day,
we ask that students save their costumes for
the Harvest Festival and come to school in
regular dress-down clothes. Also, there is no
school for students on Friday, October 28.

Isoke Taylor (left), Ms. Rita Phillips 
(center), Na’Asia Washington (right)


