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Support Math Instruction at Home:
Communicate Using Math Language
Talking about mathematics with your child—whatever his or her age—
helps strengthen his or her mathematical reasoning and understanding.

Here are five ways to keep the talk engaged and focused:
1. Revoice. Repeat what you hear your child say; then ask for clarification. 
    “So, you are saying it’s an odd number?”
2. Repeat/Restate.Ask your child to restate your reasoning. 
    “Can you repeat what I said in your own words?”
3. Reason.Ask your child to apply his or her own reasoning to 
    someone else’s reasoning. “Do you agree or disagree? Tell me why.”
4. Add On. Prompt your child to participate further. 
    “What more would you add to that?”
5. Wait. Give your child time to think; try five seconds. 
    You may be surprised by how hard it is to stay silent in that time!

Reminder...No School
There is no school for the remainder of 
this week (Thursday and Friday). We will 
resume classes on Monday, January 23.

Inclement Weather Notifications
As we enter snow season, we remind 
families that school closings and delays 
are communicated on the DCPS website
(http://dcps.dc.gov), on social-media feeds
and through all major news outlets. We also
will send alerts through our schoolwide 
text-message system. 

To have weather-
related notifications
sent to your cell
phone, you must 
sign up by texting
“@1338west” 
to 81010.

Stop by the school office for assistance, or
send an email to info@WestSchool.org. 

Coffee Chat with Principal Vroman
Friday, January 27 • 9 AM
Enjoy a cup of coffee and meet other 
West parents as Principal Vroman provides
updates about school happenings.

Honors Assembly
Monday, January 30 • 9 AM
All families are invited to celebrate 
our scholars’ hard work.  
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Building Teamwork
A message for students from Ms. Wise, our Fourth and Fifth Grade math teacher...

How is teamwork related to doing well in school and building a positive learning
environment? Well, you could be the most knowledgeable student in the room, but
if you are not willing to listen to and cooperate with your classmates, then your
knowledge will only get you so far. What good is all of that knowledge if you are
not able to share it with anyone? Listening and sharing are part of teamwork.

Here are some important teamwork skills to practice daily at school and home:
•  Collaboration—working with someone to produce or create something. 
This could be cooking a meal with a caregiver or creating a board with 
classmates to display a project. 

•  Active listening—concentrating fully so that you can understand 
and remember what is being said and then respond intelligently. 

•  Empathy—being able to understand how someone else is feeling. 
Put yourself in another person’s position to see how it would feel 
to be him or her at a particular moment.

Whether playing a sport or a game, organizing a party, or helping to straighten 
up your classroom or bedroom, a little teamwork goes a long way. Sharing your
knowledge, being respectful and learning from others is how a positive 
learning environment is created and maintained. 

What’s the BUZZZZZ…?
West will be holding a spelling bee on Wednesday,
January 25 for students in grades three through
eight to find our Tiger representatives for the 
2017 Scripps National Spelling Bee. Scholars have 
received a list of words to prepare for their class spelling bees
(Monday, January 23) and grade-level spelling bees (Tuesday, January 24). 
Finalists from the grade-level bees will get to show off their spelling skills at 
the schoolwide bee and go on to represent West at the Cluster Bee.

How parents can help at home:
1. Quiz scholars on their word lists for the class bees and grade-level bees.
2. Let scholars practice spelling in front of people, 
perhaps during dinner with the family.

3. Give students a confidence boost. Reinforce that academic competition 
is a way to push themselves to their best selves. Remind them to not be 
afraid and to try their best!

Questions? Contact Instructional Coach Alexis Harris at 
(202) 576-6226 or Alexis.Harris@dc.gov. Happy spelling!

Middle School College Tour
Mr. Bowden, our dean of culture, is 
planning a college tour in Atlanta, Georgia,
for 20 of our top Middle School scholars.
While there, the 
students will visit 
Morehouse College,
Spelman College, 
Georgia State 
University, Georgia
Tech, Clark Atlanta
University and other
schools in the area. 
This will be the opportunity of a lifetime 
for many of our students. 

Early exposure to college, instilling a 
love for learning and fostering an interest in 
education at a young age can work wonders 
in increasing a child’s motivation. Above all,
it is important to make a college education
seem accessible to all students. Dean Bowden
is seeking donations to support this effort, 
and any amount helps. Feel free to share the 
GoFundMe link (https://www.gofundme.com/
kool-kidz-only-college-tour) with others 
in your network. 

Questions? Contact Dean Bowden at 
Anthony.Bowden@dc.gov or (202) 373-4580.

Karate Classes
Please note, the winter session of karate 
for Kindergarten through Third Grade
has been canceled. Refunds will be 
issued to those families that registered. 
The Pre-K karate class on Thursday will 
continue to meet as scheduled.

Free-Dress Day
Mark your calendars... Our next Free-Dress
Day is Friday, January 27. Students should
adhere to a dress code that is modest 
and appropriate for school.


