
West PSCO Meeting Minutes 
September 15, 2016 

 
In attendance 
Joshua Hertzberg (President) 
Nat Gillespie (Vice President) 
Sara Markle Elder (Secretary, outgoing) 
Tekiah Brabham (Staff Representative)

Jeff Senne 
Llyod Foulds 
Julie Kase Foulds 
Erica Mongelli 
Soudeh Motamedi

Carmen Tull 
Tiffani Johnson 
Vanessa Harvey 
Sharon Hodgens 
Chantay Moye 

Jen Turner 
Chris Turner 
An Almquist 
Lynne Person 

PSCO Officer Elections 

 The current Community Representative has not been present or responsive to communications.  A 
motion was carried to remove the Community Representative and open that position for a new 
election per Article IV Section 6 of the West PSCO Bylaws.  Please contact PSCO@westschool.org to 
nominate yourself or someone else to be the next Community Representative. 

 Elections for a new secretary and new community representative will be held at the next meeting as 
the current secretary is stepping down.  A motion was carried to delay this election to the October 
PSCO meeting.  Good organizational skills are desired.  Please contact PSCO@westschool.org to 
nominate yourself or someone else to be the next Secretary or if you have questions about the 
position. 

 

Budget  
The final budget report for School Year 2015-16 is available online.  The group approved a budget for SY 2016-
17.  Highlights of the new budget include: 

 We are doing away with asking parents to contribute a membership fee to the PSCO.  All parents (and 
anyone else who wants to join), are considered members and are not expected to pay a membership 
fee.  If desired, donations can always be made at www.westschool.org/donate or by giving a check to 
the West front office made out to “West PSCO” 

 Increase to the teachers’ fund:  We have historically budgeted a fund to provide $100 to each teacher 
for classroom needs.  That fund has always been underutilized.  We have increased the amount to 
$6000 to allow for bigger opportunities, such as buses for field trips.  We have also slightly increased 
the amount for Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week.   

 As the holiday tree sale has been successful for two years running, we feel confident to hold it without 
designating a particular goal.  The money raised will go into the general PSCO budget for student 
needs.   

 The Citrus Fruit Drive will be held in November and the fruit will be delivered in December in time for 
holiday gifts.   

 Community support:  We discussed going to local businesses to run fundraisers.  Chris Turner offered 
to approach Swampoodle.  Erica Mongelli offered to approach Slashrun.  Tiffani Johnson offered to 
provide a template for a basic legal contract to use when making these arrangements.  Anyone who 
has an interest in setting up a “West night” as a fundraiser should contact PSCO@westschool.org to 
coordinate. 

 

Traffic/Parking Committee 
Two aspects of traffic / parking were discussed: 

 Drop off and Parking: Tiffani Johnson found a non-profit that coordinates getting high school students 
to assist with morning drop-off, meeting little kids at cars, so that parents don’t have to park and 
traffic is alleviated.  This led to a larger conversation about programs at other schools with volunteers 
escorting children from cars and directing drivers to a parking area for those who do want to take their 
kids in. 

 Crossing guards: Erica Mongelli discussed efforts made last year to secure a crossing guard from DDOT.  
None was assigned due to a shortage in the number of crossing guards available.  There is still interest 
in getting a crossing guard and/or a traffic light for GA and Farragut. 
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A new committee to work on parking and traffic issues was formed: contact Tiffani Johnson 
(nisa655@gmail.com) if you are interested in helping in this effort.   
 

Harvest Festival 
This is West’s annual party, held just before Halloween on October 27.  It’s a fun event for the kids and brings 
in funds.  Nat explained that all that’s really needed is for one meeting to plan, a few people to follow through, 
and then some extra volunteers on the day.  Carrie Tiller has chaired this committee several times and has 
volunteered to be involved with this committee.  Please contact Nat Gillespie (ngillespie16@gmail.com) to 
volunteer with or chair this committee.  We also need pumpkin donations for decorating. 
 

Election Bake Sale 
We usually put up a table in front of the school on election day (November 8) to sell baked goods and coffee.  
This is a good opportunity to raise funds and also raise West awareness among neighbors.  Erica Mongelli 
agreed to chair this event.  We will need volunteers to staff the table for a few hours and volunteers to provide 
baked goods.  Baked goods can be store-bought or homemade, but must be individually wrapped.  Contact 
Erica Mongelli (ericamongelli@hotmail.com) if you would like to assist. 
 

Basketball Concessions 
West hosts basketball games during the school and the PSCO can set up and sell concessions during these 
events.  Vanessa Harvey volunteered to run concessions at some basketball games.  Please contact Vanessa 
Harvey (harveyvanessa86@yahoo.com) if you would like to help. 
 

Afterschool Programming 
We discussed continuing and improving on the enrichment programs started by the committee last year.  We 
will continue to have karate, yoga, and flag football for students PK3 to 2nd grade.  Efforts last year focused on 
the early grades, as there were already a number of programs for the 3rd through 8th grades, such as Girls on 
the Run.  Jasmine Browner volunteered to chair the committee and mentioned ideas like violin lessons, 
partnerships with the Fillmore Arts Center, and a swim team practicing at Roosevelt. Please contact Jasmine 

Browner (jbrowner@jbg.com)if you are interested in bringing these and other possibilities, such as music, 
languages, sports, etc. 
 

Principal Vroman mentioned that there is also interest in cheerleading (and staff to coordinate).  They are 
looking into affordable uniforms.  Tiffani also mentioned leads in art and sewing classes.  Other enrichment 
programs mentioned were the Tigers and Cubs mentoring program at West.  Middle school students get to 
mentor younger students.  Interest was expressed in connecting with Roosevelt to find high school students to 
mentor the middle schoolers.  The student government elections will be held soon as well, giving students 
opportunities to cultivate skills in leadership and volunteering.   
 

Outreach Committee 
We discussed the role of the Outreach Committee, which needs one or two chairs.  The chairs or committee 
coordinate a few different kinds of opportunities to spread the word about West to our community.  This can 
include finding volunteers parents to attend the open houses so that prospective parents have the opportunity 
to speak with them.  It can mean finding volunteers to represent West at community events (such as a street 
fair or farmers market) and the DCPS School Expo.  Contact Sara Markle-Elder (sarame@mindspring.com) for 
more information. 
 

Mindfulness 
Tiffani Johnson mentioned a program to teach mindfulness to the middle school students, which would help 
them to learn to identify emotional triggers and learn how to work through problems, etc.  Tiffani will move 
forward with getting more information from the provider.  
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