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Spring Break Reflections
During Spring Break 2017, several members of our Eighth Grade class traveled to Paris and 

Barcelona with Principal Vroman and Ms. Louis. Here are some of their reflections about the trip....

My trip to Spain was a very inspirational learning experience. I never had envisioned myself leaving

America no matter how old I was. But, as I was going through the airport security, it felt like a dream.

Being away from my family, my bed, my Xfinity wifi, my cable, my privacy, all that I missed. 

Overall, it was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! 

Spain taught me many things. It taught me to not be afraid to open up to new people. There were 

students in my class that I thought I could never spend a day talking to them, doing everything with them.

They are actually pretty chill people that are the same as me. I didn’t feel like I had to act differently; 

I was myself, and they came out of their shell. I saw a totally different side of them, my peers.

Many people asked, “Would I do this all over?” I take a long pause and look at them and say, 

“Yes, but no.” No because I’ve never been away from my family for that long, but yes because the 

trip was overall fun! All the Eighth Graders who participated in the trip should thank Principal Vroman 

and Ms. Louis for being our chaperones. — Jayla Jones 

(continued)

Time to Order
a Yearbook!
Yearbooks for the 2016-2017

school year are now on sale for

$20. See Mr. Pinkard in the

Main Office to pre-order your copy. 

Don’t wait and be too late!

Bike to School Day
Thanks to a generous grant from ANC4c, 

we were able to purchase two bike racks for West. 

In conjunction with Field Day, Friday, June 2 will be

“Bike to School Day.” Plan on riding your bike, trike 

or balance bike to school, and don’t forget your 

bike lock to use on the new racks! 

Support West While You Shop!
Did you know that when you shop on Amazon via

http://smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5 percent 

of the purchase price to West’s PSCO? For the first 

quarter of 2017 we raised $176.21. Please bookmark 

the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-3761757
and support us every time you shop!

Important Dates to Remember
• Friday, May 26―PARCC Cook Out

• Friday, May 26―Dress Down Day  

• Monday, May 29―Memorial Day (NO SCHOOL)

• Wednesday, May 31―International Night 

and SEM Showcase (5:30 PM to 7 PM)

• Friday, June 2―Field Day
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Spring Break Reflections (continued)
Thanks to Ms. Vroman and Ms. Louis, I’ve had the best spring break ever! The airplane ride was 

my first, and it was the best. I liked most of the things in Paris, but the Eifel Tower was the best part 

of the trip. I got to climb up it (not all the way), and it was amazing! To me, Barcelona was definitely

better. The food was amazing; the places we went also were amazing. Also, I’m better at speaking 

Spanish than French. Overall, the trip was awesome. I’m glad to keep the memories and experiences 

in my mind. Once again, thank you! — Patrice Buchanan

If I had to describe my trip to Europe, I would describe it as “different”…a good different. The things 

I saw and the places we went were different from anything I’ve ever experienced in America. I also

think the trip to Europe was a nice bonding experience because I talked to people I usually don’t talk 

to in school and learned things about them that I never knew before.

In Europe, we went to many different art museums; my favorite art museum and place we went to was

the Louvre in Paris. At the Louvre, I saw the Mona Lisa, and it was nice to experience it in person rather

than in the books, like I’ve always seen it. While in Europe, I noticed that the people there are much

happier than the people in the U.S., and I enjoyed being around people like that.

I really enjoyed Europe. I got to travel out of the country, something I never imagined myself doing. 

I also met some hilarious people that were on the trip with us from New Jersey. They were so 

entertaining and funny because they told us many stories about their school, and most of them 

were in theater, and they sang on the bus, which I liked. — Olivia Burwell

Exhilarating…one word I would use to describe the experience I had with my classmates. 

We were able to experience a new culture, taste new food and meet new people. Throughout the trip, 

I learned things about France that I would not have known otherwise. I witnessed parts of Spanish 

culture that I could never have seen!

The time we spent in Paris was marvelous. Introduced to an entirely different culture, we had to adapt

quickly in order to get the entire experience. The food was new to us, and collectively, we were quite

surprised when we saw the breakfast buffet in the hotel. The entire city worked in a totally separate 

way. We used the Metro, which was all in French, to get from one place to the other. Maneuvering the

streets and memorizing the paths we took was a puzzle we quite enjoyed. Overall, Paris is a gorgeous

city that anyone can enjoy!

Barcelona, Spain, was only an hour flight from Paris and pleasantly warmer. The city is beautiful and

full of vibrant people not afraid to be who they are. I loved Barcelona because the environment felt more

welcoming and free. It was beautiful, and the sun was always out. As a group, we had fun experiences

and memorable moments with each other. The beach was amazing, people moving around and enjoying

the sun. The architecture was something that struck my eye. We went to famous churches, museums and

parks. Everything had a touch of culture and religion added to it. The people knew their history and 

their home. I can say honestly, it was the most beautiful place I have ever seen.

The trip will be forever embedded in my mind: the culture, the freedom, the people. 

I could never forget the way people so openly welcomed others, in both cities. — Ama Akoto


