
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes for the West PSCO 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 

 
The meeting convened at 6:06 PM. Attendees: Mossi Tull, Cathy Perry, Tiffani Johnson, 
Deborah Porter, Stephanie Carpenter, Jasmine Browner, Kwame Browner, Cheryl Boyce,  
Kate O’Connor, Elizabeth Topping, Kathryn Roberts, Jessica Marcella, Erica Mongelli,  
Vanessa Harvey, Tekeiah Brabham, TJ Sullivan, Bresean Jenkins, Octavia Wolf, Adam Gann, 
Julio Jimenez, Janet Japa-Utley, Nailah Williams. 
 
 
1. Opening: Kwame Browner 
Announced stepping down at end of year; Kiersten going to Washington Latin. Enrolled parent 
should be leading the organization. Transition at May meeting. 
 
 
2. DDOT Update: Tiffani Johnson 
More than 40 people attended March 13 meeting at West; some were West people, more were 
neighbors from the surrounding community. DDOT reps and city council members attended. 
Get everyone on board to do walk-through: morning pickup and afternoon pickup; see what 
traffic pattern is along corridor. Emails back and forth, waiting for dates for walk-throughs. 
 
On April 9, a meeting of the Budget Oversight Committee on Transportation and the 
Environment was held. Tiffani to meet with someone who attended and to learn about 
outcomes; also trying to get copy of a study of the area from Farragut to Military, 16th Street to 
Georgia Avenue and use results as an additional reason to take our request seriously.  
 
Tiffani learned of the Safe Routes to School Program, a DDOT initiative that studies ways to 
improve and enhance visibility; coordinates with the school on drop-off and pickup. Need 
coordination with Brandon Todd’s office and Mayor Bowser’s office. (No one mentioned 
program in the last three years.) 
 
Plans for converting Emerson to a one-way street have been postponed. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Information is needed on how many West students walk to school or take other 
modes of transportation (walk vs. bike, bus, drive). Ms. Carpenter said data can be obtained. 
 
 
3. Eighth grade student Gianni Jackson thanked the PSCO for supporting cultural trips this 

year and providing these beneficial learning opportunities. (See statement.) 



 
4. Teacher Appreciation Week: Erica Mongelli and Kathryn Roberts 
Celebration will be held during the second week of May. Discussing having mid-afternoon 
delivery of smoothies instead of happy hour because of low turnout last year. Will continue 
Starbucks delivery and snacks. Looking for ways to further incorporate students/families. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Parents interested in leading an activity for a day should reach out to  
Erica or Kathryn. 
 
 
5. Annie Update: Mr. Jenkins and Ms. Wolf 
Roughly three weeks out from opening of show; Cary Greene rehearsed with kids today. 
Additional snacks are needed for some students in need of financial assistance to take home. 
Mr. Jenkins noted that this is the first time that many of our scholars have been on stage and 
that it is overwhelming for them; it would be helpful for parents to be there to support them. 
 
Ads for program are due April 17. (Kathryn to blast to listserv and add to this week’s W.) 
It means a great deal to kids when they see messages from their parents and teachers in the 
program. 
 
Ticket purchase links need to be added to the school website the week of APRIL 23. Post notices 
to listserv: invite community to attend.  
 
We are in need of floor amps so kids can hear themselves. (Kate O’Connor/Clint Frank 
volunteered to lend their equipment.) 
 
Ms. Wolf noted that 17 of her scholars who are participating in the play were on the most 
recent honor roll (10 before), and six were on the Principal’s List. She sees their academics 
flourishing because the play has motivated them. They are speaking up in the classroom, loud 
enough to be heard. Ms. Wolf also offers tutoring on Mondays from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm in her 
room; there is downtime during rehearsal to do homework! 
 
Saturday, April 28: 10 AM tech rehearsal; Jasmine to provide breakfast bar. 
 
Raffle Items: Cary Greene and TJ working on this; Ms. Wolf’s students doing social-justice 
project (making items as part of project that can be submitted for raffle.) 
 
Someone to lead concessions? Jasmine to create shift signup. 
 
 
6. DC Way Soccer: TJ Sullivan 
New session of program will be held Wednesdays and Thursdays for Pre-K3 to Eighth Grade. 
Rolling admission throughout program; pro-rated for when sign up (number of sessions). 
Six sessions total to be held outside for older grades, inside for younger grades. 



7. Book Fair/Read-a-Thon: Nailah Williams 
We exceeded our Book Fair goals by $500 on closing night, and then we had online sales for a 
week afterward. The Read-a-Thon also exceeded its goal; Ms. Wilson is identifying laptops she 
wants to purchase. These efforts now provide 1:1 technology in library; every scholar has 
laptop in library. Offered thanks to all team members, particularly Tiffany Posey for setting up 
the Book Fair and all her efforts, even though her son has graduated from West. 
 
“Change” for Literacy Drive this week. We be used to purchase additional library-bound books 
(heavier covers, more durable, last longer). Goal: $1000. 
 
 
8. Spring Dance: Nailah Williams 
Need chair and volunteers to coordinate all aspects, develop theme, participate in grilling  
hot dogs. Dance will be held on Wednesday, May 23 at 5:30 PM for students through  
Fifth Grade. Ms. Carpenter suggested asking middle school students to be volunteers and  
oversee games, serve as hosts. 
 
 
9. Claire’s Gourmet: Jess Marcella 
At end of fundraiser, did less than half of what typically do, but lots of fundraisers happening at 
the same time. Solicit suggestions for other fundraisers next year? Are we experiencing fatigue 
from fundraisers? Different items to sell? Suggested starting discussion at May meeting of how 
to plan future fundraisers. 
 
 
10. Open Items 

• Funds were approved to provide food for Family Fitness Night. 
• Funds were approved for purchasing Quark software to be used by students  

to prepare The W. 
• A volunteer is needed to take over the website; Kathryn available to provide guidance in 

how it works. 
• Brief discussion of ways to reach out to parents: better use of texting, robocalls; 

disseminate info at playdates; better use of Bloomz; requirement to submit a valid email 
address; low-tech option, such as a white board listing events in the front entry; better 
use of outside marquis. 

 
 
11. May Meeting 
Need confirmation on location. Las Placitas? 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM. 



Good Evening PSCO Members, My name is Gianni Jackson & I’m an 8th grade scholar here at 
West. I’m here to talk to you tonight about cultural trips we went on this year. One of the cultural 
trips we went on this year that was memorable to me was a trip to the Black Box at the ARC to 
see a play called “Race to the Finish”. It was a play about 2 African Americans who were killed 
by Police and they were on a game show in which they had to compete in challenges that they 
had experienced while they were alive. One of the challenges that they did was inspired by 
Sandra Bland, a woman who was arrested in Texas during a traffic stop in 2015 and was found 
hanged in her cell 3 days later. The commercials that they acted out were inspired by real life 
controversial events in the African-American community. One of the commercials that stood out 
to me was a commercial that was inspired by the H&M controversy. The H&M controversy was 
about a Black boy in Sweden who did a promotion for H&M in which he was seen wearing a 
shirt that said “Coolest Monkey in the Jungle”. That caused major backlash from people 
because it said that a Black person is considered a Monkey and that’s disrespectful and racist. 
 
Another one of the cultural trips that was most memorable to me was a trip to the National 
Portrait Gallery to see the Obama Paintings. It was memorable to me because it had the first 
Black President of the United States and the first Black First Lady of the United States in 
paintings. The paintings were very beautiful and inspiring to me because one of my life goals is 
to become the first female President of the United States when I grow up and it would be great 
to have my portrait on the walls of the National Portrait Gallery one day. 
 
Finally, I just wanted to say to you again that the reason I’m here to speak to you tonight is to 
say thank you for funding our cultural trips but also to explain the importance of being able to go 
on cultural trips. It’s important because it’s very essential to know more about our cultural 
identity. Imagine a time like Slavery when Black people had no identity, they had no rights & 
they had no freedom. The only thing that they had to do was obey their Master’s orders and do 
what they were told. The Civil War & the Civil Rights Movement showed that Black people 
fought for their rights, their freedom & showed that they were done being silent, they found their 
voice & they’re gonna use it. When that happened and other movements like Black Lives 
Matter, they found their identity & many Black people such as Harriet Tubman, Fredrick 
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Barack Obama & Michelle Obama are a part of American history 
today & it just emphasizes the importance of being able to have a cultural identity & learning 
more about it. I will be forever grateful for the opportunties that I had & I’m proud to be a young 
Black woman.  
 
Thank you 


