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Message From Our Principal
Dear West Families,

It is with great excitement that I welcome you all to the 2016-2017
school year! We have been busy this summer, planning and building
systems to make this a wonderful school year. This year, we are 
excited to roll out “The West Way”—our five-year strategic plan.
West is a special school, but we want to see it continue to grow and
move from “good” to “great.” To do this, we believe that focusing on
three priorities over the course of five years will enable us to elevate
the instructional program and scholar experience at West. 

Our three strategic priorities are: 
1) Family Engagement—involving our families as academic 
partners in each child’s education through various means, including
home visits and Academic Parent-Teacher Teams 
2) School-wide Enrichment—SEM for all students, with weekly 
enrichment based on student interest 
3) Small-group Instruction—tailored to each child’s needs within
the classroom and based on multiple sources of data

(continued) 

Meet the Teacher Night
Thursday, August 18 • 5:30 PM
Are you anxious to meet your scholar’s

teacher? Our teachers are excited to meet

you, too! Join us this evening to meet other

families, see your scholar’s classroom and

meet the teaching staff at West.

West Beautification Day
Saturday, August 20 • 9 AM - 12 PM
Help teachers and staff put the finishing

touches on their classrooms! This is a great

opportunity to meet other families and our

teachers and to help make our school ready 

and beautiful for the first day of school.

School Supplies
You are welcome to bring your school 

supplies with you on “Meet the Teacher

Night.” This will allow our teachers to get this

first wave of supplies organized before the

first day of school. If you don’t have your

supplies ready then, bring them during the

first week of school. If you didn’t receive 

your summer mailing with the school 

supplies list, please email Ms. Kendra Glass
(Kendra.Glass@dc.gov) to request a copy.

DC One Cards
All scholars already should have their 

DC One cards. Should you need a new

one, you may stop by the main office to 

request one. Families will be charged 

$5 for all replacement cards.  
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Additional information about our strategic plan and opportunities for
involvement will be featured in future issues of The W. Your feedback
and thoughts are important in helping us make this a great school
year. I hope to see you on Thursday, August 18 at 5:30 PM for 
“Meet the Teacher Night.”

Happy Back to School!

Principal Vroman

More Info About Staff
We are thrilled to welcome new staff to our West family! Meet them
online today by visiting our school website: www.westschool.org. 
In 2015-2016, 60 percent of our teaching staff was new to West; this
year, 36 percent of our teaching staff is new to West. We are happy
with the progress we’ve made with retaining our fabulous staff.

School Activity Fee
Don’t forget about our annual $25 scholar activity fee, which covers
excursion fees, assemblies, behavior incentives, academic incentives,
scholar celebrations, schoolwide enrichment, field day and more!
Payments may be made any day from 8 AM to 4 PM at the main office.
We also will accept payments on “Meet the Teacher Night.” Any family
that cannot afford this fee is encouraged to contact Principal Vroman
(Megan.Vroman@dc.gov) to make other arrangements.We are 
grateful for your support of our student programming.

Uniform Reminders
Please note our dress code updates for the 2016-2017 school year:
• Students may continue to wear West apparel. Apparel is on sale now
through September 19 at http://stores.blue84spirit.com/wtdc.

• Solid color sweaters (navy, black, gray, light blue, brown/khaki 
or white) and West hooded sweatshirts and jackets are the only 
permitted items to be warm in the classrooms. All heavy jackets
and hooded sweatshirts must be placed in student lockers at the
start of the school day.      

• Blue jeans are not a part of the uniform.
• Patterned socks and stockings are not permitted. 
Socks and leg wear should reflect uniform colors as well. 

We will continue to have Free Dress Friday the last Friday in every
month. However, students who do not adhere to our uniform policies
throughout the month will not participate in Free Dress Friday.

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders
On-time arrival to school is critical in 

supporting our scholars in achieving their

goals. All scholars should arrive at school 

between 8:30 AM and 8:45 AM (unless 

enrolled in beforeschool Care beginning at 

8 AM.) through the main door on Farragut

Street. At 8:46 AM, scholars are considered

tardy and will be issued a tardy pass. 

Scholar dismissal begins at 3:15 PM, and 

all scholars must be picked up by 3:30 PM.

please note: The school does not allow for

early dismissal after 3 pM, as scholars are in

the process of transition. Thank you for your

support and adherence to this policy.

The first day of school for K-8 is August 22. 
The first day of school for PK3 and PK4 is
August 25. (NO staggered start this year!)
We invite all pk3 and pk4 families to join 

us on August 25 at 8:45 AM for our annual

BooHoo Breakfast with other families leaving

their little ones at school.

Attention PK3–Fifth Grade families:
We are changing our dismissal procedures

this year. Instead of being issued dismissal

cards, we are asking that you present your

government-issued ID when picking up 

your scholar. As our staff gets to know you,

we won’t continue to ask for ID. but, in the

early stages of the year, we ask for your 

cooperation with this process. Teachers will

have rosters of all adults approved to pick

up scholars. please contact Ms. Shandha
Louis (Shanda.Louis@dc.gov) with questions.

Upcoming Dates to Note...
• September 5―Labor Day (NO SCHOOL)

• September 8―potluck Dinner (5:30 pM) 

and back to School Night (6 pM)

• September 12―grandparent’s Day Lunch

and School Visit (11 AM to 1 pM)

• September 23―Coffee Chat with 

principal Vroman (9 AM)


